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The American Literature from 1865 to Date
American literature is literature that is produced or written in the United States and its former colonies (Baker, 106). The following paper will discuss the American literature from 1865 to date and will focus on the impact and themes of some authors during that period. It will also identify and describe social, economic, political and historical contexts and timelines about critical facts and events of American literary history from 1865.

The civil war in the US between 1861 and 1865 continues to serve as one of the milestones in the American literary history, representing the reference work on the 19th century American literature. Civil war literature includes nonfiction genes like letters, diaries, and memoirs (Bruce, 71). They are included in this category due to the perception created by critics like Edmund Wilson in patriotic gore and D. Aaron in the unwritten war that the war produced significant historical writing but little fiction of substantial literary merit. The end of that civil war served as the impetus for various broad social, cultural, political and economic changes. 

The rise of American drama Literature

Despite the fact that the American theatrical tradition can be traced back to the arrival of Lewis Hallam troupe in the mid-18th century and was active in the 19th century, American drama attained international status in the 1920s and 1930s. That was due to the excellent works of Eugene O'Neill who won the Nobel Prize and Pulitzer prizes. His work evolved, and around the 20th century, American drama was majorly influenced by the work of playwrights Arthur Miller and Tennessee Williams.  Additionally, there was the maturation of the American musical that had found a way of integrating music, script, and dance in works like the west side story and Oklahoma. That also led to the rise of drama in America.

Depression-era literature in America

This era was direct and blunt in its social criticism. John Steinbeck did most of his work in California where he was born. He had a simple and evocative style, and that led to the admiration by most of the readers of his work. Mostly, his work was about the poor, working-class people and the struggles they went through to have a decent life (Evans, 50). For example, he wrote a book titled the grapes of wrath that was a great masterpiece. It is a robust and socially-inclined novel that tells the story of the Joads, who were a low-income family that lived in Oklahoma but moved to California in such of a better life. He wrote other novels that included, Tortilla Flat of Mice and Men, East of Eden and Cannery Row among others that were very influential. Due to his excellent work, he was awarded the Nobel Prize in literature in 1962.
James Agee, in his non-fiction work, Let us now Praise Famous Men, observes and depicts the lives of three struggling tenant farming families. His combination of poetic beauty and factual reporting presented an accurate and detailed report of his experience and the insight into his feelings with regards to the difficulties of capturing a broad audience. With that, he portrayed an enduring creation of a nearly invisible segment of the American population.
The postwar Literature in America

From the end of World War 2 until around the late 1960s and early 1970s there was the publication of great pieces of work in the American history like the Harper Lee and To Kill a Mockingbird. The period was mostly dominated by the wildly romantic beatniks and the last few of the more realistic modernists. Further, the direct respondents to the involvement of Americans in the World War 2 led to their influence in the subsequent literature. 
Saul Bellow who was born in Canada and raised in Chicago became one of the most influential novelists in America in the years that directly followed the World War 2. He produced exemplary works like the Herzog and the Adventures of Augie March where he painted vivid portraits of the American city and the unique characters of the people. He won the Nobel Prize in 1976 due to the influence he had in making Americans believe in themselves.

From Salinger's Nine Stories and The Catcher in the Rye to Sylvia Plath's The Bell Jar, the madness of the state of affairs in America was brought to the limelight of the nation's literary expression. There were some immigrant authors like Lolita and Vladimir Nabokov who continued with the theme of the state of affairs in America. At that time, the beatniks took a step away from the predecessors whom they considered lost. They started their tone and style by drawing on eastern theology and experimenting with recreational drugs. After the World War 2, America had a literary explosion of the war novel. Great works were produced by authors like Norman Mailer who wrote the naked and the dead in 1948. Walker Percy also produced the moviegoer in 1962 and due to the excellent work he won the national book award. 

John Updike approached American life from a less subversive and more reflective perspective. His work, the rabbit run, which was produced in 1960, was the first of four chronicling the rising and falling fortunes of Harry over the course of four decades against the backdrop of the significant events of the final half of the 20th century. It broke new ground on its release in its characterization and detail of the American middle class and frank discussion of taboo topics such as adultery (Bruce, 110). Notable among Updike's characteristic innovations was his use of present-tense narration, his rich, stylized language, and his attention to detail. His work also inclined on Christian themes. His two final installments of the Rabbit series, Rabbit is Rich (1981) and Rabbit at Rest (1990), were both awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction.  

With regards to the African American literature. The Invincible Man that was written by Ellison in 1952 was recognized amongst the most significant works of the immediate post-war years. It comprehensively captured the often repressed racial tension, which prevailed while also succeeding as an existential character study. Another writer, Richard Wright was catapulted to fame by the publication of his short story, The Man who was almost a Man and Native Son, which turned out to be controversial. In 1945, he published another book, black boy which cemented his legacy. In the book, he drew on his childhood and mostly autodidactic education in the segregated south, fictionalizing and exaggerating some elements that he believed were fit.

William Gaddis was the most ambitious and challenging post-war American novelist whose uncompromising, satiric, and vast novels, like The Recognition, was mainly presented regarding unattributed dialog that requires almost unexampled reader participation. Gaddis's central themes were a capitalism, religious zealotry, and the legal system. The arguments constituted a sustained polyphonic critique of modern American life. His work, though largely ignored for years influenced the development of ambitious "postmodern" fiction writers. 

Short fiction story

Flannery O'Connor was among the most respected authors of short stories after the period of war. His development of distinctive southern gothic esthetic whereby characters acted at one level as people and another as symbols were terrific. He imbued her stories such as, A Good Man is Hard to Find, with deeply religious themes that focused specifically on the search for truth and religious skepticism against the backdrop of the nuclear age.

Contemporary American literature

From 1970 to date, the most famous literary movement has been postmodernism. Thomas Pynchon drew in his work on modernist fixtures like temporal distortion and internal monologue and coupled them with postmodern techniques like fiction, humor among others. He published the Gravity's Rainbow, a leading work in this genre that won the national book award. Toni Morrison won the Nobel Prize for Literature and had distinctive lyrical prose style. In 1970, she published her controversial first novel, titled the bluest eye. The book was widely studied in American schools and included an elaborate description of incestuous rape and explores the conventions of beauty established by a historically racist society. It painted a portrait of a black family that looked for beauty in whiteness (Evans, 60). Morrison has since experimented with lyric fantasy, as in her two best-known later works, Song of Solomon in 1977 and beloved in 1987, for which she was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction. 

David Foster Wallace started his career in writing with the broom of the system, which he published in 1987. He used the postmodern techniques of digression, narrative fragmentation, and elaborate symbolism (Baker, 111). His second novel titled infinite jest (1997) captured a futuristic portrait of America and a playful critique of the media-saturated nature of American. It has been consistently ranked among the most significant works of the 20th century. Among the developments in the late-20th-century American literature was the increase of poetry written about ethnic minorities beyond African Americans and Jewish Americans.
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